Grand Valley State University

ScholarWorks@GVSU
2009-2010, Volume 34

Grand Valley Forum, 1976-

11-9-2009

Grand Valley Forum, volume 034, number 11,
November 9, 2009
Grand Valley State University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum34
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 034, number 11, November 9, 2009" (2009). 2009-2010, Volume 34. 10.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum34/10

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 2009-2010, Volume 34 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

MONday, november 9, 2009
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state university community
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History conference to feature indigenous voices
Three of today’s most prominent American
Indian voices will be heard at Grand Valley’s
Great Lakes History Conference, “Indigenous
Peoples of the Globe: Colonization and
Adaptation.”
Sponsored by the Department of History, the
conference keynote speakers will be Sherman
Alexie, at 7 p.m., on Friday, November 13, and
Ned Blackhawk, at 12:45 p.m. on Saturday,
November 14. Both will speak in the Eberhard
Center on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.
Special guest Dennis Banks will speak on
Tuesday, November 10, in Loosemore
Auditorium, DeVos Center, following the 6 p.m.
screening of a film about Wounded Knee.
All events are open to the public. All evening
events are free.
“No place in the United States has had this
number of prominent American Indians on
one campus, in one week, in a generation,” said
Scott Stabler, assistant professor of history who

helped organize
the conference.
“It is a wonderful
opportunity.”

American Indian
Heritage Month.

Banks, an Ojibwe,
is one of the
co-founders of
the American
Dennis Banks
Indian
Movement,
begun in Minneapolis in 1968 to prevent
police brutality against urban Indians.
In 2004, he authored the book, Ojibwe
Warriors: Dennis Banks and the Rise of
the American Indian Movement.
His firsthand discussion will follow the
showing of a segment from the acclaimed 2009
PBS documentary series, “We Shall Remain:
Episode V-Wounded Knee.” Banks’ appearance,
organized by Dee Ann Sherwood Bosworth,
director of Intercultural Training, is in
conjunction with Grand Valley’s celebration of

Alexie, who is an
author, poet and
screenwriter, will
present, “Without
Reservations:
An Urban
Indian’s Comic,
Sherman Alexie
Poetic & Highly
Irreverent Look
at the World.” He
was named one of the New Yorker’s 20 Top
Writers for the 21st Century. New York
Times Book Review described him as “one
of the major lyric voices of our time.”
Alexie has written several books including
Reservation Blues, The Absolutely True Diary
of a Part-time Indian, and The Lone Ranger
and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven. He wrote and

continues on page 3

STAIR leads students to big steps globally
By participating in the Studies in TransAtlantic International Relations (STAIR)
Project, students at Grand Valley and two
European universities can earn dual degrees.
Grand Valley has six students studying in
Hungary this semester; and the university
is hosting six Hungarian and three Polish
students. The STAIR Project started last
December as an agreement among Grand
Valley’s International Relations Program and
the Padnos International Center, Cracow
University of Economics in Poland and
the University of Debrecen in Hungary.
The agreement creates a dual-degree
program for international relations students.
Co-directors Mark Schaub, executive director
of the Padnos International Center, and
Polly Diven, International Relations program
coordinator, said both groups of students
will gain a focused international study.
Funded by a grant from the Fund for the
Improvement of Postsecondary Education,
the STAIR project allows a total of 24
GVSU students and 24 international

students to participate in the
program over four years.
“Grand Valley students receive
$12,000 in FIPSE awards
through GVSU,” said Schaub.
“There are no cost hurdles
involved and most students will
come out ahead financially.”
Diven said: “The STAIR Project
is a really great opportunity for
students in the development of
their future careers. It is a great
area for students to think about
in terms of earning a dual-degree
and gaining more expertise and
networking opportunities.”

Photo courtesy of Mark Schaub

Mark Schaub (back row, left), Piotr Stanek, Cracow University of
Economics (front row, left), and Tamas Mihalydeak, University of
Debrecen (far right), are pictured with visiting students from Poland
and Hungary.

International relations students
will also benefit from a faculty exchange from
the partner universities as well, allowing for
further discussion and experience in the field.
“Our students have been extremely happy
about their experience with the American
system,” said Piotr Stanek, from the Cracow

University of Economics. “Students benefit
from this exchange because our higher
education systems are not very similar.”
Grand Valley is among only 30 universities
nationwide who have received funding
for similar programs.
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Across Campus
Reception for student veterans

members this week. Every gift will count toward the Shaping Our
Future comprehensive campaign. Expanding on a Grand Valley
tradition, gifts will be matched from faculty and staff who give to
the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning and Information Commons,
Grand Valley Student Support Fund, and all endowed funds.
For more information on the campaign contact Shaun Shira, University
Development, at x16520 or visit the campaign Web site at
www.gvsu.edu/fscampaign.

Open enrollment will end Wednesday
Open enrollment for 2010 for benefit-eligible faculty and staff
members will continue through Wednesday, November 11.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

James Smither, professor of history, talks with student veterans at a
reception November 5 in the Kirkhof Center. Smither is the director of the
GVSU Veterans History Project. The reception was sponsored by the Grand
Valley Veterans Network.

Faculty and Staff Campaign leaders
hope to build on success
With record numbers of donors and dollars in 2008-09, the Faculty
and Staff Campaign will continue “Growing a Greater Grand Valley”
in the 2009-10 campaign.
Participation in the campaign from current faculty and staff members
reached 46 percent last year. Campaign co-chair Mary Watters, from the
Regional Math and Science Center, hopes the growth will continue. “We
are here because of our students. We are fortunate to have the opportunity
to help our students who need it now more than ever,” she said.
Watters is serving in her second year as co-chair, along with co-chair
Paul Stephenson, from the Department of Statistics.

The online program gives faculty and staff members time to make
changes to their current medical plans, and study all benefit options.
Re-enrollment for flexible spending accounts for dependent care
and health care also must be completed during this time.
Online enrollment must be updated by 5 p.m. on November 11. Questions
can be directed to x12220 or via e-mail at healthandwellness@gvsu.edu.

Winter coats needed
Union members of AFSCME Local No. 2074 and Facilities Services
are asking faculty and staff members, students and the general
public to donate winter coats for area K-12 school children.
Children’s coats sizes 5-18 and adult sizes for boys and girls are
needed; new or lightly used coats will be accepted.
Donation boxes are located in several buildings across campus including
Student Services, Kirkhof Center, Service Building, Zumberge
Library, Calder Fine Arts Center, Performing Arts Center, Niemeyer
Living Center, and Lake Ontario Hall.
For more information, contact Sally Alder at alders@gvsu.edu
or 616-893-3912.

Campaign materials will be mailed to the homes of faculty and staff
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GVFaces
Mary Schutten
professor, Movement Science
Mary Schutten, professor of movement science,
is well-traveled and glad for all of her
collective experiences.
Schutten, who has lived in Hawaii, Indiana,
California, Iowa and Michigan, joined Grand
Valley’s faculty seven years ago. She holds
several posts as the College of Liberal Arts
and Sciences associate dean for Students and
Curriculum, coordinator of the school
health education minor and professor
of movement science.
“Advising students and helping them figure out
how many possibilities they have is one of my
favorite things about my job,” said Schutten.

moved to Los
Angeles and
taught high school
physical education,
mathematics,
drill team, and
coached a variety
of sports. She has
also taught courses
and coached
volleyball and
softball at Dordt
College in Iowa.

Mary Schutten

“I have loved
all my living experiences, but it was a
strange transition from teaching in L.A.
to teaching in a town with a population
of 3,000 people,” said Schutten.

She earned a bachelor’s degree from Calvin
College, a master’s degree from California
State University Long Beach and a doctoral
degree from Indiana University.

Last winter semester, Schutten spent
nearly four months in Hawaii completing
her sabbatical. She said she learned a
lot about the culture and made many
personal and professional connections.

Schutten was recently named the Outstanding
University Health Educator for Universities
by the Michigan Association of Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance.
She will accept her award at the state
convention in Traverse City this month.

Schutten enjoys playing volleyball and
watching basketball. She has a passion
for the beach so much that she “made
friends with the neighbors who live
on the lake across the street.”

After graduating from Calvin College, Schutten
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What’s Ahead
Padnos Center,
Seidman team for
study abroad event
The Padnos International Center and Seidman
College of Business will host “Discover
Business Abroad,” a one-day workshop
devoted to helping students discover
international business opportunities.
The event is set for Wednesday, November
11, from 11 a.m.-8 p.m. in the DeVos
Center. Following a study abroad advising
fair, which runs until 3 p.m., sessions
on internships and financial aid will be
held in the University Club Room.
At 5 p.m., a reception will be held in Loosemore
Auditorium, with the keynote address by
Seidman faculty members Paul Lane and
Robert Frey and several area business leaders.
For more information, contact the Padnos
International Center at x13898.

LGBT Resource Center
hosts speaker on
transgender issues
Donna Rose, well-known author, speaker
and advocate on transgender and transsexual
issues, is the next speaker in the LGBT
Resource Center’s on-going conferences.

Collaboration
brings first local
production of ‘Rent’
Newly released rights and a collaboration
of community and university theater brings
the first West Michigan production of
“Rent,” one of the most beloved theatrical
experiences of the 20th century.
Theater at Grand Valley and Heritage
Theatre Group will co-produce the rock
musical, with guest director Manley Pope,
who played the role of Roger in “Rent’s”
first national tour and on Broadway.
The production opens on November 13 as
part of Grand Valley’s 2009-10 Mainstage
Season. Seven performances are scheduled
for November 13, 14, 19, 20, 21, at 7:30 p.m., a
special late night performance on November
20 at 11 p.m., and a November 15 matinee at
2 p.m. All performances will be at the Louis
Armstrong Theatre. Tickets, available at the
LAT Box Office, are $6 student, $12 faculty/
alumni/staff; $14 general public. Call the
Box Office at x12300 for more information.
“Pope is taking this production back

Rose will address “Transgender: Myths,
Stereotypes, and Realities” on Wednesday,
November 11, beginning at 4 p.m. in the
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room.
Rose is active in the leadership of several
national LGBT advocacy organizations,
is the author of a popular memoir, and
is heavily involved in national corporate
diversity efforts. She lived the first 40 years
of her life as a man before undergoing sex
reassignment surgery in 2000. Her book,
Wrapped in Blue: A Journey of Discovery, was
nominated for a Stonewall Literary Award
by the American Library Association.
For more information about the event, call the
LGBT Resource Center at x12530 or visit
www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc.

‘Antigone’ links
to community
“Antigone,” one of the most taught plays in
high school and college curricula, has linked
Grand Valley and Jenison High School.
Classics professor Diane Rayor has done a
new translation for Cambridge University
Press, written specifically for the stage.
She worked on the play in collaboration
with native Greek poets and translators, and
then tested and adjusted the translation in
Grand Valley’s Classical Theatre Workshop.

Karen Libman, professor of communications,
directed the premiere production performed
at Grand Valley in April. She and her students
also contributed observations about that
performance to help tweak the final translation.
The publication will be an indispensable
guide for teachers, and was used for the
upcoming performance by Jenison High
School, directed by teacher Todd Avery.
Avery wanted to do a production of “Antigone”
with his students last year, but decided to
wait. “I wanted to produce the play right
away, but waited for Diane’s translation and
a promised presentation to my class by the
translator and playwright,” he said. “I’ve
been impressed with Diane’s passion and
knowledge about the Greek theatre and some
of the background regarding ‘Antigone.’”
Another link from Grand Valley to Jenison’s
production is theater expert Benjamin
Cole, a visiting professor in the School of
Communications. Cole graduated from JHS
and went back to teach and choreograph
the stage combat scenes for the students.
A final link between the schools is Brian
White, a professor in the English department.
His daughter Anna White is a student
at JHS and will play the lead role.
The JHS production will be performed
November 18-21. Ticket information
is available by calling 457-6110.

to its roots as Jonathon Larson
developed it for the New York Theatre
Workshop,” said Karen Libman,
professor of communications. She
is the show’s co-producer with
Keith Oberfeld, Heritage Theatre
Group’s co-artistic director.
Winner of both the Pulitzer Prize
and the Tony Award for Best Musical,
“Rent” features a compelling and
socially relevant storyline, multiethnic cast, and high energy music.
In another first, the cast includes a good
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
mix of well-known community theater
Robert McFletcher and Darion Murchison perform in ‘Rent,’
actors and students from Grand Valley.
which opens Friday.
Nicholas Huffman, who plays Benny,
has just returned from New York City,
America with Roger Daltrey of the Who,
where he performed as Andrew in the first
garnered critical acclaim for his own music,
stage version of “The Breakfast Club.” Alicia
and has starred in films such “Marci X,”
Clark is a theater major at Grand Valley and
opposite Lisa Kudrow and Damon Wayans.
has performed in two major productions
of the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival.
Pope will also give a benefit concert on
Monday, November 16, from 7:30-9 p.m.,
Pope divides his time between New York,
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Suggested
Nashville and Los Angeles and a myriad of
donations are $10 for students/seniors,
artistic projects as a singer, composer and
$20 faculty/staff/public. Proceeds will
director. He has performed on Broadway
benefit the GVSU theater program.
alongside Joey Fatone of N’Sync, toured

History conference focuses on voices of American Indians
continued from page 1
co-produced the film, Smoke Signals, and made his directorial debut with
the film, The Business of Fancydancing. While this event is free and open
to the public, seating is limited. Additional seating will be available in the
Loosemore Auditorium, and rooms 136C and 138C at the DeVos Center.
Ned Blackhawk is a professor of history and American studies at Yale

University. He is the author of the award-winning study Violence over the
Land: Indians and Empires in the early American West. Blackhawk has
written and lectured widely on issues regarding American Indian history.
A registration form and full conference schedule is available at
www.gvsu.edu/history, or by calling x13298. Conference organizers
are Scott Stabler and Matthew Daley, faculty members in the
history department.
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General Events
Tues., Nov. 10
8 a.m.: Conversations for Change Series
hosted by LGBT Resource Center, LGBT
Faculty and Staff Association. 107C DEV.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/inclusion to RSVP.
10 a.m.: Excellence Series. “Journey to a Hate
Free Millennium.” 2250 KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop.
“Expert Advice on Sleep Disorders.”
2215/2216 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness for more information.
2-6 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
lakerlore to RSVP.
6 p.m.: Intercultural Training hosts “A
Conversation with Dennis Banks.”
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x15034
for more information.

Wed., Nov. 11
10 a.m.: Health and Wellness Workshop.
“Plan for Laker Admission Now.” Conf.
Room A, Facilities Building. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/healthwellness for more information.
10 a.m.-2 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 1140
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore to
RSVP.
Noon: Art at Noon Series. Ensemble
Chaconne. CDC. Call x13484 for more
information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.
4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts “LGBT
and Gender/Sexuality,” by Donna Rose.
Pere Marquette Room, KC. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/lgbtrc for more information.
5 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts
“Discover Business Abroad.” Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x13898 for more
information.

Thurs., Nov. 12
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.

Multi-purpose Room, Lake Michigan
Center. Call x13749 for more information.
5:15 p.m.: Kutsche Office of Local History
presents “Journey to Forgiveness.” EC. For
more information e-mail brownly@gvsu.
edu.
7 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference hosts
Sherman Alexie. EC. Call x13298 for more
information.
7:30 p.m.: Theatre performance. “Rent.” LAT,
PAC. Call x13510 for more information.

Sat., Nov. 14
Noon: Great Lakes History Conference hosts
Ned Blackhawk. EC. Call x13298 for more
information.

Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 2264
KC. Call x12748 for more information.

7:30 p.m.: Theater performance. “Rent.” LAT,
PAC. Call x13510 for more information.

Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Faculty/
Staff Open Climb. FH. Call x12215 for
more information.

Sun., Nov. 15

Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop.
“Expert Advice on Sleep Disorders.” 303C
DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
for more information.
7 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference
Event. “Sherman Alexie and the Re-Vision
of Native American Cinema.” 201 EC. Call
x13298 for more information.

Fri., Nov. 13
2 p.m.: AWRI Seminar. “Influence of
Terrestrial Organic Matter on Stability
of Aquatic Ecosystems,” by Stuart Jones.

2 p.m.: Theater performance. “Rent.” LAT,
PAC. Call x13510 for more information.

Sports
Fri., Nov. 13
6 p.m.: Swimming and Diving hosts Michigan
State University.

Sun., Nov. 15
3 p.m.: Basketball hosts Northern Kentucky
University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Gary Greer, associate professor of biology,
wrote an article, “Morphological Functions
of Gibberellins in Leptosporangiate Fern
Gametophytes: Insights into the Evolution of
Form and Gender Expression,” published in
the Botanical Journal of the Linnaean Society.
Joy Washburn, assistant professor of
nursing, gave a presentation, “Transforming
Graduate Nurses through Transition to
Practice Programs,” at the Professional
Nurse Educators Conference held at the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.
Shelley Schuurman, assistant professor of
social work, facilitated a presentation, “The
Treatment of Children with Sexual Behavior
Problems,” during a continuing education
training session for licensed social workers
held at Western Michigan University.

Jason Crouthamel, associate professor of
history, wrote a book, The Great War and
German Memory: Society, Politics and
Psychological Trauma, 1914-1945, published
by University of Exeter Press.
Amy Russell, assistant professor of
biology, gave four presentations at the
North American Symposium on Bat
Research, held in Portland, Oregon.
David VanderSloot, director of Conference
Planning, gave a presentation, “Advantages
of Meetings and Events on Campus,” at
a regional meeting of the Association of
Collegiate Conference and Event Directors
International held in Grand Rapids.
Tim Evans, assistant professor of biology,
gave a presentation, “A Preliminary
Phylogenetic Analysis of the Genus Aneilema
(Commelinaceae) Based on Chloroplast

DNA Sequences,” at the annual meeting of
the Botanical Society of America and the
American Society of Plant Taxonomists held
in Snowbird, Utah. He also wrote a chapter,
“Plant Classification in the 21st Century,” in
a book, Contemporary Plant Systematics.
David Stark, associate professor of history,
wrote an article, “Poder politico y vinculos
sociales en el Puerto Rico del siglo XVIII:
La genealogia de Faustino Martinez de
Matos, fundador de Mayaguez,” published
in La Revista del Centro de Estudios
Avanzados de Puerto Rico y el Caribe.
John Weber, associate professor of geology,
co-wrote an article, “Triangulation-to-GPS
and GPS-to-GPS geodesy in Trinidad, West
Indies: Neotectonics, Seismic Risk, and
Geologic Implications,” published in the
Journal of Marine and Petroleum Geology.

